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Each of us has
c o n t ri b u t e d

to the 11 billion
dollars spent
annually on
pet foods in the
United St a t e s.
Yet nutri t i o n
remains a 
subject va s t l y

u n d e rvalued by American consumers
and even by ve t e ri n a ry colleges.  In
four years of ve t e ri n a ry training, I had
one nutrition class, and that dealt with
the molecular not clinical aspect of
f o o d . I was provided with one nutri t i o n
textbook free from a major pet food
company and re c e i ved a free bag of
food eve ry month from a different pet
food company.  I graduated thinking
that Ia m s / Eukanuba and Hi l l’s Science
Diet we re premium foods, because
that's what my ve t e ri n a ry school sold.
These companies do a tremendous job
of marketing to the ve t e ri n a rian and
c o n s u m e r.  My observation is that the
p ri m a ry reason these foods are
p ricey is because of their extensive
a d ve rtising ove rhead, not because
of quality ingre d i e n t s.

Co n ve r s e l y, you have heard the
maxim, “You get what you pay for.”  Yo u
can count on the fact that inexpensive
foods are low in quality.  It is simply
impossible for a company that sells
g ro c e ry store brand food at pennies per
pound to use high quality meats and

whole grains as ingre d i e n t s. 
The leading pet food companies in

our country are subsidiaries of major
c o r p o rations: 

Ne s t l e ( A l p o, Fancy Feast, Fri s k i e s,
Mighty Dog and Ra l s t o n - Pu ri n a ,
makers of Dog and Pu p py Chow,
Pro Plan, Pu ri n a )

He i n z (9 Live s, Amore, Gravy Tra i n ,
Ki b b l e s - n - Bits and Na t u re’s Re c i p e )

Co l g a t e - Pa l m o l i ve ( Hi l l’s Science Di e t )

Proctor & Ga m b l e ( Eukanuba and
Ia m s )

Ma r s ( Kal Kan, Me a l t i m e, Pe d i g re e,
Sheba, Wa l t h a m’s) 

Such companies take the “left ove r s”
f rom human food production and use
the waste in pet food.  Rather than
n u t ritional muscle meat, “ by- p ro d u c t s”
a re now the meat source for most cat
and dog foods.  By- p roducts include
b o n e s, blood, intestines (often with
fecal matter) and other “left ove r” part s.
Far too often, tissues of diseased, dying
and disabled animals (including 
c a n c e rous tissue, meat tainted with
d rugs given before slaughter, and 
p a rasite infested organs) are used.
Fu rt h e r, these by- p roducts va ry widely
in nutritional va l u e, depending
on the particular batch.  Grain 
p ro d u c t s, once considered only fillers,
h a ve also replaced meat as substitute
p rotein sources for cats and dogs.

Become a label reader!  Look for whole
meat as the top ingredient.  Re m e m b e r,
by law ingredients must be listed in
descending order of their amount in the
p roduct.  Many cat and dog foods list
c o rn as the first ingredient on the label.
Co rn is a much cheaper energy sourc e
than meat and much less nutri t i o u s.
Co rn and grain meals are the “ l e f t
ove r s” from processing grains for
human food.

The major fat sources for pet foods
commonly include re s t a u rant gre a s e
and animal fats, both of which genera l-
ly contain powe rful pre s e rva t i ve s

to pre vent spoilage and increase shelf
l i f e. These pre s e rva t i ve s, including BHA,
BHT and Et h ox yquin, don’t necessari l y
s h ow up on the food label, depending
on when they are added in the pro d u c-
tion pro c e s s.  These ingredients are 
suspected carc i n o g e n s.  Fats are also
s p ra yed on the food to increase the
palatability of what  otherwise re s e m b l e s
bland sawd u s t .

News for Pet Owners from Vetcetera Pet Healthcare Centre
Snoot Snyder,
Vetcetera Spokesdog

Food for T h o u g h t
by Dr. Julie Buzby Snyder



Many chemicals are added as
p re s e rva t i ve s, flavo ri n g s, colorings and
to improve the ove rall appearance of
the food.  Meat chunks you see when
opening a can of gro c e ry store bra n d
dog food are usually chunks of molded
by- p roduct formulated to convince
you of wholesomeness.  Ad d i t i ve s
in processed pet foods include: anti-
caking agents, antimicrobial agents,
a n t i ox i d a n t s, coloring agents, curi n g
a g e n t s, drying agents, emulsifiers,
f i rming agents, flavor enhancers, 
f l a vo ring agents, flour treating agents,
f o rmulation aids, humectants, leave n-
ing agents, lubri c a n t s, non-nutri t i ve
s we e t e n e r s, oxidizing and re d u c i n g
a g e n t s, pH control agents, pro c e s s i n g
a i d s, sequestra n t s, solve n t s, ve h i c l e s,
s t a b i l i ze r s, thickeners, surface active
a g e n t s, surface finishing agents, 
s y n e rgists and texturi ze r s. 1Fu rt h e r,
pet foods must be fortified with 
vitamins and minerals because of 
the poor quality of ingredients and 
the wide va riation in the batch of by-
p roducts used.

Pet food companies, realizing that
consumers are becoming more aware
and health conscious are making
adjustments to keep their share of the
m a rket.  Un f o rt u n a t e l y, these changes
a re not usually in the ingre d i e n t s,
but in the marketing of the pro d u c t s.
Re c e n t l y, I saw a client whose
ove rweight pet was just diagnosed
with diabetes.  I explained that
t raditional treats would be off limits,
but the owner could offer fre s h
raw ve g e t a b l e s.  She assured me that
she was feeding her dog a new food
composed of wholesome ve g g i e s.
“Be n e f u l® ?”  I asked. “T h a t’s it,” she
replied. Be n e f u l’s® bag port rays whole-
some fresh veggies and beef chunks
e n c i rcling a happy pooch and re a d s
“With wholesome grains and re a l
b e e f .” Howe ve r, according to the
Association of American Feed Co n t ro l
O f f i c i a l s’ standard s, using “w i t h” on a
label merely re q u i res that the ingre d i-
ent make up 3% of the food by 
d e h yd rated weight.  T h ree of the
first four ingredients in Beneful are
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g ra i n s. Dried peas and carrots are
17th and 18th on the ingredient list,
after sugar, salt and pre s e rva t i ve s.

Be n e f u l’s® Label of In g re d i e n t s :

Anecdotal re p o rts indicate that such
“p o i s o n i n g” of our pets has contri b u t e d
to the increase of cancer, degenera t i ve
d i s e a s e, allergies and skin pro b l e m s
seen in the past couple decades.  As
my practice philosophy has become
m o re “w h o l i s t i c”, I have come to 
re a l i ze the value of nutrition.  Each pet
has individualized nutritional needs.
Factors such as breed, age, condition,
l i f e s t y l e, allergies and pre f e rences all
affect nutritional  re c o m m e n d a t i o n s.
Un d e n i a b l y, nutrition is a corn e r s t o n e
of health.  While I re c o m m e n d
s e ve ral brands of human grade holistic
pet foods to clients, I know they can
be difficult to find in our are a .
Co n s t ruction is now underway to
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build additional shelving in the clinic.
By the end of Ap ril, we will be carry i n g
a complete line of dry and canned
p remium “label approve d” cat and dog
f o o d s.  In c i d e n t a l l y, many holistic
g u rus recommend feeding cats
canned food as the majority of their
diet because it contains a higher 
p e rcentage of meat, which is closer to
o riginal form (less processed).  Also,
scientific re s e a rch has proven that the
i n c reased water intake in canned
foods aids in the pre vention of uri n a ry
t ract pro b l e m s.

We will start by adding Solid Go l d®

( Hund N Flocken) and Old Mo t h e r
Hu b b a rd’s We l l n e s s® to our canine
selection and In n ova® and We l l n e s s®

to our feline lines.  These foods are 
top rated by the independent
m a g a z i n e s, “ The Whole Dog Jo u rn a l ”
and “ The Whole Cat Jo u rn a l ”
re s p e c t i ve l y, and are proven winners
in my personal re s e a rch.  As with
any diet change, we recommend a
s l ow transition (up to two weeks) to
the new food to allow the GI tract to
adjust.  I am genuinely excited about
this new dimension of Ve t c e t e ra.  T h i s
is the vision of  “ve t e ri n a ry medicine,
et cetera!” 

For more information, check out: 

1. The Whole Dog Jo u rn a l:
w w w. w h o l e - d o g - j o u rn a l . c o m

2. The Whole Cat Jo u rn a l:
Phone (800) 829-1926 for back
issues (recently out of print)  

3. D r. Pitcairn ’s Complete Guide to
N at u ral Health for Dogs and Cat s

Footnote: 
1. W h a t’s Really in Pet Food by the Animal

Protection Institute www. a p i 4 a n i m a l s. o rg 

Ground ye l l ow corn, chicken-by-
p roduct meal, corn gluten meal,
whole wheat flour, beef tallow 
p re s e rved with mixed-tocophero l s
( s o u rce of Vitamin E), rice flour,
beef, soy flour, sugar, sorbitol, tri-
calcium phosphate, water, animal
digest, salt, phosphoric acid,
potassium chlori d e, dicalcium
p h o s p h a t e, sorbic acid (a pre s e r-
va t i ve), L-Lysine monohyd ro c h l o-
ri d e, dried peas, dried carro t s, 
calcium carbonate, calcium 
p ropionate (a pre s e rva t i ve ) ,
choline chlori d e, vitamin supple-
ments (E, A, B-12, D-3), added
color (Ye l l ow 5, Red 40, Ye l l ow 6,
Blue 2), DL-Me t h i o n i n e, zinc 
s u l f a t e, glyc e ryl monosteara t e, 
f e r rous sulfate, niacin, manganese
s u l f a t e, calcium pantothenate,
riboflavin supplement, biotin, 
thiamine mononitra t e, garlic oil,
copper sulfate, py ri d ox i n e
h yd ro c h l o ri d e, folic acid, 
menadione sodium bisulfite com-
plex (source of Vitamin K activity),
calcium iodate, sodium selenite.

“The wise man should consider that
health is the greatest of human 
blessings.  Let food be your medicine.

— HIPPOCRATES
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An annual lab test of you pet's fecal
sample for microscopic para s i t e

eggs is a ve ry important part of
p re ve n t a t i ve medicine.  A parasite is an
o rganism that lives at the expense of 
a host.

Ro u n d w o rms are the most common
i n t e rnal parasite seen in dogs and cats.
These spaghetti like worms may be
identified in stool or vomit, though
most often only their microscopic eggs
a re being shed.  Transmission can
occur by ingestion of invisible infective
eggs (termed a fecal-oral route), via
ingestion of an intermediate host, such
as a rodent, or from a female dog or cat
to her puppies/kittens across the 
placenta or through her milk.  Nearly all
puppies are born infected with ro u n d-
w o rm s.  Common clinical signs are
abdominal discomfort, potbellied
a p p e a ra n c e, vomiting and diarrh e a .
Se ve re cases can cause death fro m
intestinal obstruction or ru p t u re.

Ho o k w o rms are bloodsucking para-
sites that live in the small intestines.
Transmission occurs in the same ro u t e s
d e s c ribed for the ro u n d w o rm, but also
can occur through skin penetration by
l a rva e. When infection occurs by skin
p e n e t ration, larvae migrate through 
tissues en route to the small intestine,
w h e re they use their hook-like mouths
to lodge onto the wall of the intestine.
They “g ra ze” in the intestine, cre a t i n g
bleeding ulcers. T h u s, seve re hookworm
infection can cause life-thre a t e n i n g
anemia.  Clinical signs include pale

m e m b ra n e s, weakness and weight loss.
Like ro u n d w o rm s, hookworms can
cause death, especially in puppies.

W h i pw o rms are a common pro b l e m
in dogs of all ages.  Infection occurs
when soil contaminated with infective
eggs is ingested.  Eggs are passed in the
feces of affected pets, and may surv i ve
in the environment for four to five ye a r s !
The eggs grow into adults and embed
deep in the wall of the large bowel.  T h e y
too feed on blood and cause diarrh e a
often with blood or mucous.   Be c a u s e
these worms shed their eggs interm i t-
t e n t l y, infestation can be difficult to
d i a g n o s e.  For this reason, we may tre a t
suspicious symptoms with a bro a d
s p e c t rum deworm e r.

Dogs and cats usually acquire 
t a p e w o rm by consuming an infected
flea.  A second species of tapeworm is
t ransmitted through ingestion of an
infected rodent or rabbit.  Ta p e w o rm s
reside in the small intestine.  Ta p e w o rm
infestations are less harmful to the host
than other worm s, but can cause we i g h t
l o s s.   This para s i t e’s eggs are ra rely seen
on fecal flotation. Diagnosis is usually
made by visualizing rice-like segments
on the anus or stool.  Flea control is an
i m p o rtant part of pre vention.  We 
routinely deworm dogs and cats that
consume prey to eliminate tapeworm s.

Coccidia is a pro t ozoan parasite 
t ransmitted through ingesting infective
eggs from a feces contaminated envi-
ronment or an intermediate host.
Though animals may exhibit no symp-

toms (as they may normally have this
p ro t ozoa in their bowels) often
mucoid, bloody diarrhea results fro m
infection.  This parasite can also cause
vomiting, lethargy and weight loss.
Clinical disease is generally seen in
pets that are stressed, ove rc rowded or
young, whose immune systems are
c o m p ro m i s e d .

Common sense hygiene and sanita-
tion are ve ry important to your pet 
as well as your family.   Se ve ral of these
p a rasites can be transmitted to
h u m a n s. Pre vention measures include
keeping your yard free of feces, 
b ringing a stool sample for annual
e valuation and using a heart w o rm
p re ve n t a t i ve that helps control 
intestinal para s i t e s.

Most of these parasites are easily
t reated, howe ver no single deworm e r
t reats them all. The fecal flotation
a l l ows us to identify which
p a rasites are present, so we can pre-
s c ribe the proper medication.  We
use a series of deworming medications
to address the life cycle of each
individual worm. This way we kill the
adults and then administer
subsequent doses to kill hatching
w o rm s. We check a stool sample on
e ve ry puppy and kitten to identify
which worms are present. Even if the
sample is negative, we still do a short
d e w o rming course recommended by
the CDC as an insurance policy for
your pet and family.

The Scoop on Po o p

Ve t e ri n a rians agree that annual
checkups are the most import a n t

p a rt of pre ve n t a t i ve health care.  T h e
time elapsed between annual visits
re p resents five to ten human ye a r s,
depending on species and bre e d .

While an annual exam is genera l l y
adequate to evaluate the health of
younger pets with no known concern s
or “red flags,” regular checkups with
diagnostics become critical as dogs and

cats age. Just like people, older  pets
typically re q u i re more medical attention.

A recent pet population surve y
re vealed that 75 percent (41 million) of
our nation’s pets are over the age of six.
In your pet’s “golden ye a r s” (seven and
older) we suggest a checkup eve ry six
m o n t h s.  We may also recommend a
g e ri a t ric work - u p, a collection of tests
for early detection and pre vention of
p roblems common to senior pets.

As the body ages, the ability to fight
infection, re m ove toxins and pro c e s s
n u t rients decre a s e s. Older pets often
h a ve problems that are deve l o p i n g
s i l e n t l y.  These changes take on the
c h a racter of an iceberg in the ocean.  By
the time you notice an abnorm a l i t y, yo u
a re seeing only the tip of the iceberg .

Geriatric Wellness Exams – Avoiding the Icebergs 

continued on page 4
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Significant damage may have alre a d y
o c c u r red.  In 80 percent of human 
h e a rt attack victims, death is the first
symptom. Just because your pet seems
healthy on the outside, disease may still
be pro g ressing undetected within.

In a recent clinical study of 190 sen-
ior pets, assessed as “healthy” by
their owners and on complete ve t e ri-
n a ry physical exams, roughly one-fifth
of the animals we re found to have 
significant unobserved disease after a
l a b o ra t o ry evaluation.  The reason for
m o re frequent and thorough checkups
for aging pets is to detect disease 
b e f o re it has pro g ressed, while it is 
still tre a t a b l e.

Ge ri a t ric work-ups include tests to
s c reen for infection, anemia, org a n
f a i l u re, diabetes, para s i t e s, dental 
d i s e a s e, thyroid abnormalities and
many other conditions. Ge n e rally we
e valuate a blood, urine and stool
s a m p l e.  Diagnostic testing is the 
earliest and most accurate method of
identifying subclinical disease.
Advanced testing may include
radiographs, ophthalmic tests, ECG
evaluation and further blood work.

Our Ve t c e t e ra team enjoys taking 
e xceptional care of your pets and we
look forw a rd to doing so through the
e n t i rety of life.  Early detection and 
prevention of medical problems will
improve quality of life, may extend 
life span, and likely cost less in the 
long run.

Due to improved nutrition, home
c a re and medical technology, both
people and pets are living longer than
e ver before.  T h e re is no reason yo u r
pet shouldn’t enjoy his “re t i re m e n t
ye a r s” as much as he enjoyed the 
rest of his life!  Please ask us about
g e ri a t ric wellness testing at your 
next appointment!

The Gentle Leader® Headcollar is a gentle yet effective alternative to choke and prong
collars. Unlike many training collars that work by inflicting pain to maintain control, this
collar is designed to provide comfortable positive control. If you know that your dog
would love to go on more walks but are tired of your dog walking you, this collar is the
solution. It can also help to modify other behavioral issues such as aggression towards
people and other animals, jumping and lunging. It allows training your dog to be 
painless and fun. 

The Gentle Leader® Headcollar is a halter for dogs,
similar to those worn by horses. It is not a muzzle.
There are two soft nylon straps--one goes around the
base of the muzzle and the other around the neck 
sitting higher up than most traditional collars. The
premise is that by controlling the head of the dog, the
body must follow. It does not require a lot of strength 
or specialized skills to use the collar successfully. 

Though dogs adjust to the halter differently, training
starts as soon as the Gentle Leader® is placed on your pet and results are generally
seen immediately. Because we support the use of this product for your dog’s physical
and mental health, we are now offering the Gentle Leader® for sale, with or without an
introductory training session. 

The Gentle Leader® comes in several colors and is sold with matching leash and
instructional booklet. Please call for more information on this exciting training 
alternative and ask about borrowing one of our Gentle Leader® demonstration videos
from our lending library! 

Training Ti p s
by Amy Eckert, Veterinary Assistant

Vetcetera Hours 
Monday  9:00-6:00 

Tuesday 8:00-6:00 

Wednesday 9:00-7:00 

Thursday 9:00-6:00 

Friday  9:00-6:00

♥

♥

The “Snoot Report” is dedicated to the pets who
have touched the lives of all who knew them.
In loving memory of

Da ve y Bettinger 
Co d y Bowman 
L a d y Clauser 
Du s t y Co n rad 
Ke e s h a Cu r ry 
Du k e Daubenspeck 
Swe t t i e Ditzler 
Ge m m a En g e l
L a d y Fels 
C h a p s Fessler 
Je n n y Frantz 
Jo l i e Freiler 
Black B e a u t y Gianfagna 
Sa m m y Go e t z
Pre c i o u s Hahn 
Ki a ra He i n b a c h - Oesterle 
Sa m m y Kemmerling 
Ha p py Ke restus 
Dro o p i e Ke rt s m a r

Ma g n u m Killian 
Ke e s h a Kimmel 
Sweet Pe a K rammes 
Mo e K rammes 
Fa rl e y Machamer 
Sp u d Maley 
Ge o rg e Manley 
Sh a d ow Miller 
Fl a m e Milligan 
Ca s e y Mu r p h y
Sa s s y Pro b i t i o n
Da rl a Quandel 
Ha r ry Rady 
Ku t t a Rausch 
Du f f y Reed 
Sh a d ow Re i c h e rt 
Ha n n i b a l Riegel 
Bu f f y Ruff 
Sh a k ra Scannell 

Ho n e y Schneck 
Sh a d ow Schnoke 
Tu m b l e S c h ramm 
Ca l i Schwalm 
Ab by Seyler 
W i l b u r Siminitus 
Sm o k e y Stites 
Ma g g i e Stump 
Tommy Boy Su l l i van 
Bri d g e y Swe i g e rt 
Mi t z i Thompson 
Wo n k a Tichy 
C h u c k i e Unger 
Fra n k i e Unger 
Prince St o rm Wi n k l e m a n
Fri e d a Woznicki 
W i n d y Zalusky 

♥
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Remember King the Spaniel, our
featured superstar pet in the last

Snoot Report? We are delighted to
report a happy ending to this story.

Rewind to last April.  That’s when
Bill and Nancy Tihansky brought their
Springer Spaniel, Blair, to Vetcetera for
a second opinion.  Dr. Julie confirmed
the diagnosis of aggressive cancer. The
Tihanskys made the painful decision to
euthanize their beloved pet of 13 years.

Meanwhile King had recently been
turned into the Hillside SPCA.
Rescued from a life chained to a dog
box, he was unkempt and lonely.

Eileen Gibson and Tom
Zimmerman, serving as King’s foster
family, brought King to Vetcetera and
we contacted the Tihanskys.  Still 
grieving over the loss of Blair, Bill and
Nancy were not able to commit to a
new pet at that time.

Months later, friends of the Ti h a n s k y s
saw the Snoot Report story on King and
gave their copy to Nancy and Bill.
They called Eileen and decided to 
meet King.

YOU M A D E THE CALL

Ki n g’s Long Jo u rney Home 
by Carol Farabaugh, Receptionist

♥

♥

A chill ran down Bill’s
spine when he saw King,
because he reminded him
so much of Blair.  A tem-
porary in-home trial was
agreed upon and Nancy
got in the back seat with
King for the drive home.
King curled up on
Nancy's lap and the 
bonding began.  The 
decision was made 
immediately – King would
be staying for a lifetime.

Bill was diagnosed with
multiple sclerosis in 1990.
He suffers with chronic
pain and is at home by
himself during the day.
King has become
Bill’s best medicine!

King keeps Bill active and 
busy – walking,  feeding and playing. 
King is a constant  companion for Bill,
and clearly adores both his new par-
ents. When Nancy gets home from
work, King runs up  and down the

driveway celebrating  her return.
It has been said that God works in

mysterious ways. Thank you Tom,
Eileen, Bill and Nancy for giving King
his HOME.

Congratulations to everyone who solved
the case of Quincy, our lame
Labrador from last issue.

D I A G N O S I S : Lyme disease 

T R E AT M E N T: Quincy was treated with six
weeks of an oral antibiotic called
Doxycycline.  His lameness diminished
within the first week of treatment and he is
now 100 percent.

MORAL OF THE STORY: 
Lyme disease is the most commonly
reported tick-borne disease in the
United States and very common to our
area.  The disease is transmitted
through the deer tick, which serves as
host to the Lyme organism.  You may never
see this tick on your dog as it is about 
the size of a poppy seed. Typically Ly m e

disease results in lameness, p o s s i b l y
involving multiple joints.  Systemic signs
can also occur, including lack of appetite,
weight loss, fatigue, lymph node involve-
ment and fever.  This disease can also
damage the kidneys, heart and nervous
system.  Lyme disease is theoretically 
possible, but not well documented in cats.

Bloodwork confirms diagnosis.  Ve t c e t e r a
is now offering an inexpensive in-clinic
Lyme and heartworm combination test
with immediate results.  This test should
be performed prior to starting a Lyme 
vaccination series.

We do not recommend vaccination for all
pets, only those at high risk.  Hunting and
field trial dogs and dogs who spend time in
wooded areas, underbrush and 

grasslands are considered the at-risk 
population.  After two initial injections, 
vaccination is performed annually at the
beginning of tick season.

Since infection is thought to require 48
hours of tick attachment, preventing ticks
from attaching on your dog is the best
means of avoiding disease.  We recom-
mend the Preventic collar as the best tick
preventative on the market. Frontline/To p
Spot also has a tick claim.  Checking your
pet for ticks daily is optimal.  Lyme disease
is also transmissible to humans through
the bite of an infected tick, but not directly
from a dog.

Please call us to discuss your dog’s risk
and recommended preventative measures.
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Often we have the opportunity to
c a re for a kitten recently intro-

duced to a new household.   This fun
and exciting change can unfort u n a t e l y
cause behavioral problems in re s i d e n t
cats or introduce them to disease.
He re are some tips we would like you 
to know prior to expanding your 
feline family.

1. When obtaining a new cat or kitten
as a companion for a resident feline,
t ry to match their personalities and
activity leve l s.

2. Be f o re introducing a new pet (cat or
dog), make sure it is healthy.  A phys-
ical exam should be perf o rmed, as
well as tests for contagious disease.
These include evaluation for intern a l
and external parasites and a simple
blood test for Feline Leukemia and
Feline Immunodeficiency Vi ru s
( F I V). Feline leukemia is a highly
contagious disease that can be tra n s-
mitted through saliva (shared water
b ow l s, mutual grooming, fighting)
and FIV is transmitted through blood
(fighting).  Both clinical diseases are
c o n s i d e red incura b l e.  The new kitty
should also be current on va c c i n a-
tions for his pro t e c t i o n .

3. When introducing a new pet into
your home, a quarantine period is

The Ca t s u l t a n t
by Wendy Fisher, C.A.H.T.

ideal. Establish an area where the
new cat (or dog) can adjust to yo u r
home and be kept isolated to moni-
tor for disease symptoms.  This is
c ritical until the ve t e ri n a ry check is
p e rf o rmed.  This isolation are a
should have a door that shuts, easy
to clean floors and be absent of
heavy foot tra f f i c.  Though it may
seem long, a two week isolation
p e riod is ideal.  Un f o rt u n a t e l y, we
h a ve recently seen two cases where a
new cat was brought into a multi-cat
household without quarantine and
was positive for feline leukemia
v i ru s, putting the other cats at 
s e rious risk. Transmission of skin
d i s e a s e s, parasites and upper 
re s p i ra t o ry viruses can also occur.
St ress can compromise the new cat's
immune system allowing infections
to manifest.

4. Du ring the introduction period, give
both the new family member and
resident members plenty of love and
attention. Remember to wash yo u r
hands between handling sessions to
a void disease tra n s m i s s i o n .

5. Please call us to discuss any 
q u e s t i o n s or concerns you have
about introducing a new pet into
your household. We now offer pre -
pet counseling for dogs and cats. 
We can discuss how to choose yo u r
kitten (particularly what NOT to do),
initial socialization, safe and appro-
p riate play techniques, and how to
a void common behavioral pitfalls.

By taking a few simple precautions,
you can ensure the health of your
new addition, as well as protect 
the health of other pets and family
members.

Our featured staff member for this issue is
Wendy Fisher, certified animal health 
technician. She earned a degree from Harcum
College in her profession in 1988.  We n d y
owns four kitties and is pictured here with
W i l l y, her beloved nine year old Siamese mix.
D r. Julie calls Wendy "The Cat Whisperer," 
as she has a special way with our feline
patients.  Her exceptional technical skills and
14 years of experience are great assets to our
team.  Wendy joined Vetcetera in July, 2001.

♥

Pet Care Prayer Team News
Prayer and Biblical conversation occur at Vetcetera every Tuesday at
7:00 pm.  All are welcome (including pets!)

A heartfelt thanks to all in our Vetcetera family who participated in
the Angel Tree project during the past Christmas season.  More than 20
children of prison inmates received gifts that brought the joy and hope
of Christmas into their lives.

Angel Baby Ministries in Pottsville provides a safe, caring environment for pregnant women
who need help.  They are always in need of disposable diapers and other baby items.  If you
would like to participate in this ministry, you may drop off items at Vetcetera or deliver them
directly to Angel Baby Ministries.  Phone 570-624-7799 for details.

Thank you for caring and sharing.

Spring is here.  The dormancy of winter is
giving way to vibrant new life.  I marvel
continuously at the genius of God's 
creation. I look forward to the day when,
in the words of Isaiah, “the wolf and the
lamb will feed together.”  We can already
have a sense of that peaceful future
every day as we interact with our pets.
The intent of our Creator has always been
to free His creation from dreariness and
deterioration.  We wait in hope, anticipat-
ing the day when “creation itself will be
liberated from its bondage to decay and
brought into the glorious freedom of the
children of God.”  (Romans 8:21). 

♥

by Ray Krammes, Vetcetera Chaplain
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Q : Dear Snoot,
Vetcetera 
recently began
c a r r y i n g

R e v o l u t i o n® for dogs and cats. How
does Revolution® compare to
Heartgard Plus® and Frontline Plus®?

A : From vaccine protocols to pain
management to heartworm prevention,
we evaluate each individual pet’s
needs based on their environment and
lifestyle.  When Pfizer first introduced
Revolution to the market it was only
sold in six packs, was outrageously
expensive and was not very efficacious
against ticks.  Recently the company
lowered the cost, began selling three
packs and started giving a free
P r e v e n t i c® collar with purchase.  
The Preventic® collar is the best tick
control product on the market.
A d d i t i o n a l l y, for each three month 
supply of Revolution® purchased, you
will receive a one month vial free.  
The product is a medicine, not an
insecticide, and is applied each month 
topically (like Frontline®).  Absorbed
into the bloodstream, it protects
against heartworms, fleas, ear mites
and sarcoptic mange. It would be 
used in place of the Heartgard Plus®

and Frontline®.

We will continue to carry Heartgard
P l u s® and Frontline®, as these are
great products with proven efficacy!
Heartgard's main advantage is its
oral “treat” administration and its
notably better protection against
hookworms and roundworms.  This is
especially important if children are
in the home since internal parasites
can be transmitted to humans through
a fecal-oral route.  We recommend
y e a r-round heartworm prevention.

All three products have a satisfaction
guarantee.  Please consult the a d j a-
cent flowchart to determine the best
p r o d u c t for your pet.  Please call or
stop by for further recommend a t i o n s .
Flea and tick season is upon us!

Is your dog heartworm tested/on year-round 
heartworm prevention?

Does your dog have allergies to beef?

Do you only protect against heartworms 
(not fleas and ticks)? 

Is internal parasite protection a priority for you?
(Especially important in households with children) 

Do you avoid using topical applications in 
your dog? 

Are ticks a primary concern for you? 

Are you desiring tick protection but don't want
your dog to wear a tick collar?

Are you mostly concerned with heartworm 
prevention and seasonal flea control?

Is avoiding the topical application “grease spot”
important to you? 

Does your pet have a problem with ear mites or
sarcoptic mange? 

Does your cat have a problem with ear mites? 

Are you concerned about intestinal parasites in
your cat? 

Are you looking for the best broad spectrum 
topical for cats? 

Can't use Revolution® or Heartgard Plus® w i t h o u t
a negative heartworm status.

Use Revolution® instead of Heartgard Plus®, as
Heartgard is in a beef chewable. 

Heartgard Plus® will protect against heartworms
and the most common internal parasites.

Heartgard Plus® provides treatment and control for
hookworms and roundworms.  Revolution doesn’t. 

R e v o l u t i o n® and Frontline Plus® are both topicals.
Heartgard Plus® is an oral chewable.

The Preventic Collar® is the gold standard in tick
protection.  It can be purchased separately or
received free with Revolution® purchase.  It is
safe to combine with either Revolution® o r
Frontline Plus®.

Frontline Plus® would be the way to go.  It offers
good tick protection. 

Ye a r-round Heartgard Plus® and seasonal use of
Frontline Plus® would be ideal.

Frontline Plus® leaves a temporary grease spot
from application. Revolution® does not.

R e v o l u t i o n® treats both and controls fleas and
h e a r t w o r m s .

R e v o l u t i o n® will treat and control ear mites as well
as fleas. 

R e v o l u t i o n® is labeled to control some internal
parasites in cats.

R e v o l u t i o n® is hard to beat.
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Ann and Woody Ha y, holistic clients
f rom Ca r l i s l e, contacted Ve t c e t e ra

on the morning of Ja n u a ry 14th about
a new addition to the family.  Ann
explained that her daughter had
l e a rned of a puppy in an abusive
situation and convinced her parents 
to adopt the puppy.

Sa rah Gra c e’s life had a tra u m a t i c
beginning.  She lived in a dark shed
and was kept in a hamster cage for
a p p roximately four we e k s.  T h i s
e n v i ronment combined with malnutri-
tion caused her legs to become
d e f o rmed.  Ann’s pri m a ry concern was
the obvious deformity to the puppy ’s
f ront legs and her subsequent inability
to walk.

When Sa rah was brought to our
office later that day, she “w a l k e d” on
her knees.  She broke our heart s.
Despite all she had been through, 
she constantly wiggled and wagged, 
affectionate and forg i v i n g .

Dr. Julie gave her a thorough exam
and ra d i o g raphed her legs.  This was

an unusual situation and we didn’t
k n ow if she would ever walk norm a l l y.
After contacting orthopedic specialists,
we splinted her fore l i m b s.  A care f u l l y
planned nutrition pro g ram also playe d
an important part in re c ove ry.  Ann
cooks for all her pets and fed Sa rah a
specially designed homemade diet.  By
the end of the week, there was alre a d y
significant improvement.  No doubt,
what helped the most we re a lot of
p ra yers and tons of love.

The Hays credit their three year old 
ye l l ow Lab, Ja k e, with much of Sa ra h’s
re c ove ry.  He planted himself by her
side and wouldn’t let the other dogs
come near her when she was the most
v u l n e ra b l e.  He also took it upon 
himself to give her daily physical 
t h e ra py. He would stand ove r her as
she lay on her back, reaching her paws
up in play.  They would do this exerc i s e
many times during the day. It seemed to
be a vital part of her re h a b i l i t a t i o n .
Now she is running and playing with
her brothers and sisters as if nothing

e ver happened. Sh e
zooms around the house
like a rocket.  Her legs

h a ve straightened out and she is now a
g rowing mischievous puppy!  She still
looks forw a rd to Ann giving her a mas-
sage before bed.

We are blessed to have clients like the
Hays and patients like Sa rah Gra c e.  We
c e l e b rate her miraculous re c ove ry and
look forw a rd to watching her grow up!

Pet of the Qu a rt e r – Sa rah Grace Ha y
by Jan Engel, Receptionist

Sarah Grace, before

Sarah Grace, after

♥


